SUPPLEMENT TO THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS 
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THE FIRST ELIZABETH: “REGINA TRIUMPHALIS.’ 


The frontispiece to Saxton’s Atlas of England and Wales, 1579. 
Reproduced by courtesy of the Trustees of the British Museum. 
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- 4 DISCOURSE 
a concerning the 
Spanishe fleet’’ is a 
contemporary account 
of the defeat of 
the Spanish Armada 
and published with it 
was a_ collection of 
coloured charts, 
measuring some 15 by 
20 ins. The illustra- 
tions on this page are 
a selection of these, 
showing various 
phases of the engage- 
ment, which lasted for 
over a week. The dis- 
course and the charts, 
published two years 
after the event, are a 
sort of Elizabethan 
counterpart of the 
newspaper diagrams 
and accounts of 
modern battles. Both 
the discourse and the 
charts have now be- 
come valuable because 
of their rarity, and our 
illustrations are repro- 
duced from the copy 
now in the National 
Maritime Museum. The 
text was written by an 
Italian, one Petruccio 
Ubaldino, and was 
translated for the 
London publisher A. 
Ryther. The details of 
this great sea battle 
make interesting 
reading. One wonders 
how much the Eliza- 
bethan world appre- 
ciated the significance 


[Continued below, centre. 
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A CULVERIN SHOT.”’ 
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THE WAR AT SEA IN 1588: CONTEMPORARY DIAGRAMS OF THE DEFEAT Of) 71 
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JULY 19, 1588: THE SPANIARD SIGHTED. “... 
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THE CHASE BEGINS. LORD HOWARD, IN THE ARKE, WITH THREE OTHER SHIPS PURSUES THE ENEMY ‘‘ WITHIN 
THE FLEET FOLLOWS ON BEHIND, AND A SPANISH COMMANDER'S SHIP IS CAPTURED AFTER A COLLISION. 
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HIS HONOR (LORD HOWARD) HAD INTELLIGENCE BY A BARKE OR PINNIS ... THAT 
THE SPANISH FLEETE WAS DISCOVERED NEARE UNTO THE LYZARDE, THE WINDE BEING THEN SOUTH AND BY WEST. ‘a 


Continued.]| 
of the defeat of the 
Armada. Before the 
battle the threat of 
Spanish domination of 
Europe and of the New 
World was grim and 
ominous. After the 
battle, a severe blow 
had been struck at 
Spanish prestige, and 
the chances of Spain 
becoming the supreme 
power receded. The 
Armada, consisting of 
130 vessels manned by 
some 7000 sailors and 
17,000 soldiers, was 
part of the un- 
realistic Spanish 
attempt to invade 
England. It was to 
sail to the French 
coast to Dunkirk and 
Nieuport where an 
army was waiting to be 
embarked and trans- 
ported across the 
Channel, this army, 
under the Prince of 
Parma, being blockaded 
at the time by a Dutch 
fleet. In spite of great 
Spanish courage, the 
odds were against the 
invading fleet from 
the start owing to their 
inferior organisation for 
doing battle at sea. The 
leader of the Armada, 
for instance, was not an 
experienced sailor 
and was chosen by 
Philip II because of 
his high aristocratic 
[Continued opposite. 
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JHE ARMADA, FROM A VERY RARE SET OF CHARTS PUBLISHED IN 1590. 
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Continued.] 
Calais and Graveling 
probably represent drift- 
ing fire ships. Two 


isolated incidents in 
which Spanish galleons 


were defeated and which 
are mentioned in the 
text are shown; the one 
at Calais ‘‘ fell upon a 
shelfe’’ and ‘‘this 
thing being in good 
’ bg time spied by the L. 
Duy wefe ae (er / Admirall, he sent 

G ,; } thither his greatest 
boate . . . who fought 
with her .. . tooke her 
and sacked her to their 
great commoditie. ...’’ 
The booty included 
“22,000 duckets of 
gold.’”’” Meanwhile, 
Drake, and others, ‘‘ set 
upon the Spanishe 
fleete, giving them an 
hot charge.’’ The 
conflict continued into 
the afternoon of July 29, 
when the English 
ammunition ran out 
and a squall sprang up. 
This was the end of the 
battle proper. The 
storm increased and 
the Spaniards were 
only saved from being 
driven on to a lee shore 
by a change of wind. 
They afterwards strag- 
gled tragically back to 
Spain via the north of 
Scotland and the 

west of Ireland. 





Charts reproduced in 
— colour by Courtesy of the 





JULY 26-27: ‘‘THE SPANIARDS FOLLOWED THEIR COURSE QUIETLY BEFORE THE ENGLISH FLEETE ’’—NOW DIVIDED INTO FOUR Trustees of the National 
SQUADRONS—AND, ARRIVING AT CALAIS, “SODENLY CAST ANKER.” THE ENGLISH ANCHOR NEAR BY TO WESTWARD. Cities: Mie 
Continued.] > 7. 






position. The details of 
the action come to life in 
the translated narrative 
of Petruccio Ubaldino. 
There is the incident 
illustrated in the 
bottom left-hand 
picture. ‘‘A great 
Galeon wherein Don 
Pedro de Valdes went as 


Ne 


captaine, falling foule 
with another ship of 
their fleete was de- 
prived of her foremast 
. . whereby Don Pedro 
became prisoner.” 
Then comes the divi- 
sion of the English 
fleet into four, under 
Howard, Drake, 
Hawkins and Fro- 





bisher, and, in the same 
picture, upper right, the 
anchoring of the two 
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| 
fleets, curiously ! 
diminished in size (sug- 
gesting the perspective 
of a bird's-eye view ?), | 
off Calais, and the rein- F 7 
forcements under , b 
Seymour and Wynter i | 
arriving from Kent, i 
‘“ whereby the English | 
fleete increased to the 
number of 140 ships of | 
all sorts.’’ In the lower 
right-hand picture the 
main battle is being 
fought out after the i 
Spaniards fled from the Fy ce ctetac” Pe eee 
English fire ships which 
were sailed into their 
anchorage. The three ; 


— CARE OF THE ENGLISH FIRE SHIPS AND THE MAIN BATTLE IS FOUGHT, 
. THE SPANISH HAVE FLED FROM CALAIS AT THE S 
POeeE alenn, hi ENGLISH DOING GREAT DAMAGE BY KEEPING AT LONG RANGE TO WINDWARD AND FIRING ALTERNATE BROADSIDES. 
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THE SECOND ELIZABETH: THE QUEEN IN GARTER ROBES. 


From a colour photograph by Cecil Beaton. 





